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Mr. Naren Khatiwada

Convener
10" Human Right Magna
Meet 2018
The present world is witnessing an
unprecedented level of human rights

violations and atrocities in various parts of
the globe, including Gaza and Ukraine. Right
before our eyes, genocide, crimes against
humanity, and war crimes are occurring. As a
result, thousands of innocent people are being

Global Solidarity Against Human Rights Violations

slaughtered, basic infrastructure bombed, and
humanitarian norms, values, and international
laws jeopardized. Global public institutions
like the United Nations have been paralyzed,
with the Security Council failing to ensure a
ceasefire in Gaza and Ukraine.

At the same time, contrary to people’s
expectations, world powers, including the
USA, China, Russia, and some member
countries of the EU, are allegedly wrangling to
serve their geopolitical vested interests in West
Asia and Eastern Europe. Moreover, there has
been saber-rattling about the potential use of
nuclear weapons to win these wars. From a




humanitarian perspective, the 21st century
appears to be more precarious for humanity
than any previous era in recorded history due
to the availability of nuclear weapons and
advanced missile technologies.

Hence, world leaders must urgently initiate
diplomacy and negotiation to ensure peace,
stability, and prosperity worldwide, avoiding
warmongering mindsets and practices.
Furthermore, in my view, the 16th Human
Rights National Magna Meet, among other
objectives, should deliver a crystal-clear
message to the world’s great powers that the
Human Rights Community of Nepal opposes
war, genocide, and crimes against humanity
in any part of the world. Instead, it stands in
solidarity with human rights, democracy, the
rule of law, and social justice.

Although Nepal's 2015 constitution has
broadly ensured the rights of marginalized
and vulnerable groups, including women,
Dalits, persons with disabilities, the LGBTIQ
community, Madhesis, and Indigenous
peoples, the implementation of these rights
remains inadequate. Justice has also eluded
victims of the decade-long armed conflict

(1996-2006) through the transitional justice
Additionally, Nepal faces
numerous human rights challenges, hindering
the fulfillment of fundamental rights and
freedoms for marginalized and vulnerable

mechanism.

communities.

Climate change has further exacerbated
inequalities, disproportionately affecting these
communities, particularly women. Despite
national and international commitments to
protect human rights, political elites remain
preoccupied with power struggles at the
expense of meaningful change. Instead of
engaging in futile power politics, Nepal's
political leaders must focus on upholding
human rights by addressing inequitable power
and wealth structures that marginalize the most
vulnerable. At the same time, they must ensure
climate justice for those disproportionately
impacted.

Finally, I would like to congratulate NAFAN,
AYON, Maryada Foundation, SOCEC, and
the entire human rights community in Nepal
for successfully organizing the 16th Human
Rights National Magna Meet.
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